
CONGRESSIONAL
OVERVIEW
On September 30th, the Senate rejected two dueling 
continuing resolutions that would have kept the 
government funded beyond the start of the fiscal year 
on October 1. The House-passed measure was rejected 
in a 55-45 vote. Notably, Sens. Fetterman (D-PA), Cortez-
Masto (D-NV), and King (I-ME) voted in favor of the 
measure. Cortez-Masto and King had previously not 
supported the legislation. Meanwhile, the Democratic 
alternative, which had not cleared the House, failed by a 
vote of 47-53.

The Congressional Budget Office estimates that 
750,000 federal employees will be furloughed. In the 
days leading up to the end of the fiscal year, the Office 
of Management and Budget instructed federal agencies 
to prepare reduction-in-force plans for programs with 
lapsed discretionary funding. This step goes beyond 
standard furloughs, potentially escalating the impact of 
the government shutdown. Essential services, such as 
the postal service, social security, air traffic control, and 
passport and visa offices, will continue uninterrupted. It 
remains unclear how long the shutdown will continue, 
as Democrats have held firm on their demand to extend 
Affordable Care Act subsidies before they expire at the 
end of the year. With Sen. Rand Paul’s (R-KY) opposition 
to the stopgap measure, Republicans need the support 
of eight Democrats to clear the Senate’s 60-vote 
threshold.

On another legislative front, this month, the House 
of Representatives passed its version of the National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2026 
by a vote of 231-196. This annual defense spending 
bill authorizes $892.6 billion for the Department 
of Defense. The Senate advanced its version of the 
NDAA through committee by a vote of 23-1 in July, but 
progress appears to have stalled on the Senate floor. 
The Senate’s version of the legislation authorizes $924.7 
billion in defense spending for fiscal year 2026.  l
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The City of Aberdeen, Maryland 

In July, the House Appropriations 
Committee advanced the 
Department of the Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act of 2026 by 
a vote of 33–28. The legislation 
includes $2 million in community 
project funding to support water 
infrastructure upgrades for the 
City of Aberdeen. Additionally, in 

July, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee approved the 
Transportation, Housing and Urban 
Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act of 2026 by a 
vote of 27-1. The legislation includes 
$300,000 in community project 
funding to support the development 
of ADA-compliant outdoor 
recreational areas in Aberdeen. 

In August, TRC 
partnered with the 
National Institute for 
Lobbying and Ethics 
(NILE) to host their 
annual congressional 
staff appreciation 
barbecue. During the 
event, TRC engaged 
with hundreds 
of congressional 
staff, providing the 
opportunity to extend 
our appreciation for 
their hard work—because 
our work wouldn’t be 
possible without their 
dedication. 

In September, after a year of working together, TRC bid farewell to 
Government Affairs Coordinator Sedona Reilly. Sedona has moved on to 
serve as Staff Assistant and Assistant to the Chief of Staff for Senator John 
Fetterman (D-PA). Returning to TRC is Sophie Scott, a current undergraduate 
student at American University. We are also excited to welcome Madelyn 
Hoffmann, a recent graduate of American University. Sophie and Madelyn will 
serve as Government Affairs Coordinators at TRC, assisting with legislative 
research, stakeholder outreach, and administrative coordination. 

TRC’s Sedona Reilly, Katie Hazlett, and Mackenzie Campbell at 
NILE’s Congressional Staff Appreciation Barbecue. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/5371
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2882
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2025-09/61773-Government-Shutdown.pdf
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000199-7e8f-ddde-a199-fedf6c5d0000
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3838?s=1&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22H.R.3838%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2296
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4754
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-appropriations.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/fy26-interior%2C-environment%2C-and-related-agencies-cpf-table.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2465
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fy26_thud_cds.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/lobbyinstitute_lobbying-activity-7361365861535731712-wRVX?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAD9HnRUBHN8dboaHt-HEhIbXtIH1FyMS5WY
https://trc-dc.com/meet-the-team/sophie-scott/
https://trc-dc.com/meet-the-team/madelyn-hoffmann/
https://trc-dc.com/meet-the-team/madelyn-hoffmann/
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Rep. Greg Stanton (D-AZ-04) speaks to IIUSA.

IIUSA’s President Bill Gresser & Board Member 
Adam Greene greet Rep. Stanton (D-AZ-04) 
following his remarks. 

Lendmark Financial Services

In August, TRC hosted Lendmark Financial Services in 
Washington, DC, for a series of congressional meetings with 
members of the Wisconsin delegation, the House Financial 
Services Committee, and the Senate Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs Committee. Lendmark Financial Services recently 
expanded its reach in Wisconsin by opening four new branches 
in the state. 

City of Kenner, Louisiana 

In July, the House Appropriations Committee approved 
the Department of the Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act of 2026, which includes over $1 
million in community project funding for the City of Kenner’s 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Stabilization and Improvement 
Project. The Senate version of the bill, passed out of 
committee in July, includes $7 million for the project. 

Invest in the USA

In September, TRC hosted more than 
twenty members of Invest in the USA 
(IIUSA) in Washington, DC, for their 
quarterly lobby day. Participating in 
more than thirty congressional meetings, 
IIUSA advocated for the reauthorization 
of the EB-5 Regional Center Program by 
Congress. At their leadership conference 
the next day, IIUSA had the opportunity 
to hear from Congressman Greg Stanton 
(D-AZ-04), a congressional champion for 
the EB-5 Regional Center Program. 

Cyware

In July, TRC hosted Cyware in Washington, DC, for several meetings with members of 
the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee and the Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland Security. During these meetings, Tom 
Stockmeyer, Cyware’s Managing Director, advocated for CISA’s Threat Intelligence 
Enterprise Services (TIES) program. 

In September, TRC again hosted Cyware in Washington, DC, for a series of 
congressional meetings. Tom engaged with key members and staff across relevant 
committees to discuss CISA’s TIES program and other cybersecurity priorities.

Granite Construction 

In July, TRC hosted Granite Construction 
in Washington, DC, for a series of 
congressional meetings with members 
of the Armed Services Committees and 
the House and Senate transportation 
committees. On Granite Construction’s 
behalf, TRC secured language in both 
the House and Senate National Defense 
Authorization Acts (NDAA) authorizing 
the use of progressive design-build for 
military construction projects.

Additionally, in July, as a direct result of 
Granite Construction’s advocacy efforts, 
Congressman Carbajal (D-CA-24) asked 
Secretary of Transportation Sean Duffy 
during an oversight hearing to commit 
to working with him on incentivizing 
state Departments of Transportation to 
use recycled asphalt pavement (RAP) in 
local projects, a key Granite Construction 
priority. Secretary Duffy affirmed his 
commitment.

In August, Katie Hazlett, TRC’s Senior 
Vice President, visited Granite 
Construction’s headquarters in 
Watsonville, California, where she 
participated in a tour of the facilities and 
witnessed their operations firsthand. 

In September, TRC again hosted Granite 
Construction in Washington, DC, where 

Don Roland and Katie outside Granite Construction’s 
Headquarters.

several staff members participated in 
congressional meetings with members 
of the delegations from Kentucky, 
California, Nevada, Louisiana, and 
Tennessee to discuss state-specific 
projects and issues affecting the 
company.

https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2025/07/15/3115923/0/en/Lendmark-Financial-Services-Fuels-its-Wisconsin-Expansion-Plans-Opening-Four-New-Branches-in-Delavan-Janesville-Madison-and-Menomonee-Falls.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4754
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-appropriations.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/fy26-interior%2C-environment%2C-and-related-agencies-cpf-table.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2431
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fy26_interior_cds.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3838?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22H.R.3838%22%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2296/text
https://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=408886


People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 

In July, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) 
hosted their annual congressional veggie dog lunch on 
Capitol Hill. The event drew hundreds of congressional 
staff, who received veggie dog lunches along with vegan 
cookbooks, stuffed animals, and dog toys. 

Additionally, in July, TRC hosted PETA in Washington, DC, 
to meet with the sponsors of H.R.3686, the SAFE Sunscreen 
Standards Act: Reps. John Joyce (R-PA-13), Debbie Dingell 
(D-MI-06), Dave Joyce (R-OH-14), and Deb Ross (D-NC-02). 
The legislation would require full consideration of non-animal 
testing methods for sunscreen active ingredients. A version of 
the legislative text was included in the House version of the 
continuing resolution, which passed by a vote of 217-212, but 
was rejected in the Senate.

PETA hosts its annual congressional veggie dog lunch 
outside of the Rayburn House Office Building.

National Technology and Security Coalition 

In July, NTSC hosted its annual legislative day in 
Washington, DC. The organization heard from several 
congressional leaders, including Rep. Andrew Garbarino 
(R-NY-02), who was elected Chairman of the Homeland 
Security Committee just two days prior, and Rep. Rich 
McCormick (R-GA-07). 

In August, NTSC Executive Director Patrick Gaul published 
an op-ed in CyberScoop highlighting the urgent need for 
the Senate to confirm Sean Plankey as CISA’s Director. The 
article emphasizes the need for strong leadership at the 
agency to address emerging cybersecurity threats and 
enhance national cyber resilience.

In September, TRC hosted Patrick Gaul in Washington, 
DC, for a series of congressional meetings. Patrick met 
with members of the Homeland Security Committee, 
which oversees cybersecurity, and connected with 
several TechCongress Fellows, a program that places 
technologists in congressional offices. Throughout 
his visit, Patrick advocated for reauthorization of the 
Cybersecurity Information Sharing Act of 2015, which is 
set to expire at the end of September. 

(from left to right) 
NTSC Executive 

Director Patrick Gaul; 
Chairman Andrew 

Garbarino (R-NY-02); 
TRC President and 

Founder George 
McElwee; NTSC 

President Larry 
Williams.

(from left to right) 
NTSC Executive 
Director Patrick 
Gaul; Rep. Rich 

McCormick (R-GA-
07); NTSC President 

Larry Williams; 
TRC President and 

Founder George 
McElwee.

Salute Home Loans 

In July, TRC hosted 
Sam Royer, President 
and Founder of 
Salute Home Loans, in 
Washington, D.C., for a 
series of congressional 
meetings with Florida’s 
congressional delegation 
to advocate for the 
Homes for Every Local 
Protector, Educator, and 
Responder (HELPER) 
Act. This bipartisan bill 
would create a first-time 
homebuyer program 
under the Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA) that would eliminate down payment 
and monthly mortgage insurance premium requirements for 
police officers, firefighters, teachers, EMTs, and paramedics. 
Throughout the quarter, the HELPER Act continued to gain 
support, with nearly 50 new endorsements from elected 
officials and organizations from across the country. On the 
federal level, the bill gained 22 new cosponsors in the House 
and two new cosponsors in the Senate. 

In August, Sam published an op-ed in Law Enforcement 
Today, discussing why the HELPER Act is urgently needed 
to support police officers, firefighters, teachers, EMTs, and 
paramedics. 

Rep. Jimmy Patronis (R-FL-01) (left) with 
Sam Royer (right).

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/the-reserve-component_advancingyourmission-oneteam-toplobbyists-activity-7351776384714719233-X29x?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAD9HnRUBHN8dboaHt-HEhIbXtIH1FyMS5WY
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3686
https://cyberscoop.com/sean-plankey-cisa-confirmation-op-ed/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2094/cosponsors?s=2&r=2&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Homes+for+Every+Local+Protector+Educator+and+Responder+Act%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/978/cosponsors?s=2&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Homes+for+Every+Local+Protector+Educator+and+Responder+Act%22%7D
https://lawenforcementtoday.com/helper-act-first-responders-frontline-heroes-samuel-royer
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FUNDRAISING & EVENTS
• In July, Katie attended a fundraiser for Rep. Mike Collins (R-GA-10). 

• In September, Katie attended a fundraiser for Rep. Lance Gooden (R-TX-05).  l

NEW CLIENTS 
In July, TRC began representing the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority (PhilaPort). 
TRC will support PhilaPort by identifying opportunities to advance its goals, including 
advising the port on potential sources of federal funding. 

In August, TRC began representing Birdon on behalf of Winning Strategies 
Washington, a U.S. Government defense contractor specializing in the design, 
production, upgrade, and support of marine vessels. l

Follow us on 
LinkedIn!

https://www.philaport.com/
https://www.birdon.us/home/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-reserve-component/posts/?feedView=all

