
OVERVIEW
As Congress enters a critical phase of the 
fiscal year, both chambers are navigating 

key legislative priorities amid mounting fiscal 
pressures and looming deadlines. The appropriations 
process is actively progressing in the House, with 
several bills slated for markup in the coming weeks. 
To date, in both the House and Senate Appropriations 
process, Members of Congress have requested over 
$41 million to support several infrastructure projects 
for TRC’s clients. 

In May, the House passed its version of the 
reconciliation package and sent it to the Senate for 
consideration. As the House continues its work on 
appropriations, the Senate remains at an impasse, 
awaiting floor consideration and final passage of 
the reconciliation package. Senate leadership has 
set a July 4th deadline to pass the measure. If the 
Senate advances the legislation, it will require final 
approval from the House. Meanwhile, the debt 
ceiling continues to be a pressing concern, with 
the Congressional Budget Office’s latest projection 
indicating that the federal government could reach its 
borrowing limit by late summer.  l
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In May, TRC joined Cyware 
at a House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Homeland 
Security oversight hearing 
focused on the Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency 
(CISA). During the hearing, the 
committee heard testimony from 
CISA’s Acting Director Bridget Bean. 

Additionally, in May, during a 
House Committee on Homeland 
Security hearing titled “In Defense of 
Defensive Measures: Reauthorizing 
Cybersecurity Information Sharing 
Activities that Underpin U.S. 

National Cyber Defense,” Ranking 
Member Eric Swalwell (D-CA-14) 
highlighted the threat intelligence 
enterprise services program—one 
of Cyware’s key initiatives. In his 
opening remarks, he emphasized, 
“Finally, we must continue to support 
CISA’s efforts to improve automated 
indicator sharing and implement 
its threat intelligence enterprise 
services program.”

The City of Aberdeen, Maryland  

In May, Rep. Andy Harris (R-MD-01) 
submitted Aberdeen’s Swan Meadows 
Water and Sewer Public Infrastructure 
Project for consideration by the 
Appropriations Committee. The $7 
million in funding for this initiative will 
replace aging critical water and sewer 
infrastructure in the underserved Swan 
Meadows neighborhood. Additionally, 
Sens. Angela Alsobrooks (D-MD) and Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) submitted 
Aberdeen’s Activity Center for consideration by the Appropriations Committee. 
The $1 million request would fund the development of ADA-compliant 
outdoor recreational areas for the City of Aberdeen and Harford County. 

In June, staff members from Sen. Angela Alsobrooks’ (D-MD) office visited 
Aberdeen to participate in a guided tour of the city. The tour was led by Mayor 
Patrick McGrady and Phyllis Grover, Aberdeen’s Director of Planning and 
Community Development. The visit provided the Senator’s team with valuable 
insight into Aberdeen’s community development and infrastructure goals. 

Aberdeen’s Mayor Patrick McGrady (left) and 
Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) (right).

https://appropriations.house.gov/schedule/hearings/oversight-hearing-cybersecurity-and-infrastructure-security-agency
https://homeland.house.gov/hearing/in-defense-of-defensive-measures-reauthorizing-cybersecurity-information-sharing-activities-that-underpin-u-s-national-cyber-defense/
https://democrats-homeland.house.gov/imo/media/doc/swalwell51525cyberopening.pdf
https://harris.house.gov/services/community-project-funding-requests
https://www.alsobrooks.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/THUD_Alsobrooks_CDS_Disclosure_25.pdf
https://www.vanhollen.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/transportation_housing_and_urban_development.pdf
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Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA-01) (right) speaks to 
IIUSA. 

Gary Johnson (left) with Rep. John Garamendi (D-
CA-08) (right). 

(from left to right) George McElwee, TRC; Sanya 
Gulati, Lendmark; Rep. Andy Barr (R-KY-06); Chris 
McKinley, Lendmark; Seif Al-Zain, Lendmark.

(from left to right) George McElwee, TRC; Seif Al-
Zain, Lendmark; Sanya Gulati, Lendmark; Rep. Juan 
Vargas (D-CA-52); Chris McKinley, Lendmark.

(from left to right) Gary Johnson, Granite 
Construction; Rep. Ami Bera (D-CA-06); Don Roland, 
Granite Construction.

(from left to right) Don Roland, Granite Construction; 
Rep. Jimmy Panetta (D-CA-19); Gary Johnson, 
Granite Construction; Jim Radich, Granite 
Construction. 

Lendmark Financial Services

In June, TRC hosted Lendmark Financial 
Services in Washington, D.C., for a series 
of meetings on Capitol Hill and with the 
Trump Administration. As part of the visit, 
Lendmark met with several members 
of Congress who serve on the House 
Financial Services Committee and the 
Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. The delegation 
also met with officials from the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury to discuss 
the complex licensing and regulatory 
framework they navigate in 22 states 
where they operate. 

Invest in the USA 

In May, TRC hosted Invest in the USA 
(IIUSA) for their second quarterly fly-
in. During the event, they engaged 
with over 20 congressional offices. 
IIUSA met with staff from the offices of 
members serving on the House and 
Senate Judiciary Committees, which 
hold jurisdiction over the EB-5 Regional 
Center Program. Additionally, IIUSA PAC 
hosted a dinner for the IIUSA members 
attending the fly-in. Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick 
(R-PA-01), a champion of the EB-5 
industry, met with the group to share his 
perspective on the current state of affairs 
on Capitol Hill and the Administration. 

Granite Construction

To date, TRC has facilitated over 80 congressional meetings for Granite Construction 
to advance their Department of Defense and Department of Transportation priorities. 
This proactive outreach strategy has yielded results: TRC recently secured the 
inclusion of one of Granite’s key priorities—encouraging the use of progressive design-
build, an alternative contracting method that promotes earlier collaboration, reduces 
project costs, and minimizes delays—in the Fiscal Year 2026 Military Construction, 
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill. 

In May, TRC hosted a retirement 
reception for Granite’s Vice President of 
Government Relations, Gary Johnson. 
In attendance were colleagues from the 
National Asphalt Pavement Association 
(NAPA), the National Stone, Sand 
& Gravel Association (NSSGA), the 
American Road and Transportation 
Builders Association (ARBTA), and the 
Associated General Contractors of 
America (AGC). Additionally, Rep. John 
Garamendi (D-CA-08) honored Mr. 
Johnson with a Congressional Record 
statement. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CRPT-119hrpt161/pdf/CRPT-119hrpt161.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/119/crec/2025/05/08/171/77/CREC-2025-05-08.pdf


Kate Kuehn (left) greets Chairman Andrew Garbarino (R-NY-02) (right) after the 
hearing. 

Ben Aung (left) and Patrick Gaul (right) talk with Rep. Lou Correa (D-CA-46) 
(middle), a member of the House Committee on Homeland Security. 

Mayor Michael Glaser (left) with Majority 
Leader Steve Scalise (R-LA-01) (right). 

Mayor Michael Glaser (right) with Sen. 
John Kennedy (R-LA) (left). 

(left to right) Christine Lambert, PETA; Dr. Emily Trunnell, PETA; 
Rep. Troy Nehls (R-TX-22); George McElwee, TRC. 

National Technology and Security Coalition 

In May, Kate Kuehn, a National Technology and Security Coalition 
(NTSC) board member and CISO-in-Residence, testified before 
the House Committee on Homeland Security at a hearing titled 
“In Defense of Defensive Measures: Reauthorizing Cybersecurity 
Information Sharing Activities that Underpin U.S. National 
Cyber Defense.” During the hearing, Kate advocated for the 
reauthorization of the Cybersecurity Information Sharing Act of 
2015, which is currently set to expire in September.

In June, NTSC Executive Director Patrick Gaul sent a letter to 
Chairman Rand Paul (R-KY) and Ranking Member Gary Peters 
(D-MI) of the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs endorsing Sean Plankey’s nomination to be 
Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 
(CISA). In the letter, the NTSC advocates for Plankey’s swift 
confirmation.

Throughout the quarter, TRC hosted NTSC in Washington, D.C. for 
over 20 congressional meetings. Two cybersecurity practitioners 
accompanied NTSC Executive Director Patrick Gaul: Ben Aung, 
Executive Vice President, Chief Risk Officer, and Global CISO at 
Sage Group; and Shawn Harris, Senior Director of Information 
Security at Chipotle Mexican Grill. During these visits, the NTSC 
continued to advocate for several of its policy priorities. 

City of Kenner, Louisiana 

In May, Mayor Michael Glaser met with members of his congressional 
delegation, including Rep. Troy Carter (D-LA-02), Rep. Steve Scalise 
(R-LA-01), Sen. John Kennedy (R-LA), and Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-LA), to 
discuss local priorities and federal support. Later that month, Rep. Troy 
Carter (D-LA-02) submitted Kenner’s Sewer/Wastewater Treatment 
Plant and Stabilization and Improvement Project for consideration by 
the Appropriations Committee at a level of $4 million. This project 
will make upgrades to the city’s sewer system to improve stormwater 
drainage and reliability for the area surrounding the Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport. 

In June, Sens. Bill Cassidy (R-LA) and John Kennedy (R-LA) each 
submitted Kenner’s Sewer/Wastewater Treatment Plant and 
Stabilization and Improvement Project for consideration, requesting 
$7 million in funding per submission.  

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 

In April, TRC hosted People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (PETA) in Washington, D.C. to advocate for 
several of their legislative priorities, including Research 
Modernization NOW, a strategy to replace the use of 
animals in experiments with human-relevant methods. 
Additionally, PETA advocated for swift passage of the 
Cease Animal Research Grants Overseas (CARGO) Act, 
which would prohibit the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) from sending taxpayer-funded grants overseas for 
animal experimentation. 

In May, Sens. Rick Scott (R-FL) and Cory Booker (D-NJ) 
introduced S.1802, the CARGO Act. This bill would 
prohibit the National Institutes of Health (NIH) from 
sending taxpayer-funded grants to foreign laboratories 
for experiments on animals. The House companion, 
H.R.1085, was 
introduced 
in February 
by Reps. Troy 
Nehls (R-TX-22) 
and Dina Titus 
(D-NV-01). 

https://homeland.house.gov/hearing/in-defense-of-defensive-measures-reauthorizing-cybersecurity-information-sharing-activities-that-underpin-u-s-national-cyber-defense/
https://trc-dc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/NTSC-Plankey-Support-Letter.pdf
https://troycarter.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/troycarter.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/executed-fy26-city-of-kenner-sewer-and-wastewater-plant-project-nexus-letter.pdf
https://www.cassidy.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/APP.INTENVCertification2026.pdf
https://www.kennedy.senate.gov/public/appropriations
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/1802?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Cease+Animal+Research+Grants+Overseas+Act%22%7D&s=1&r=3
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FUNDRAISING & EVENTS
•	  In May, George and Katie attended a fundraiser for Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK). 

•	  In June, George attended a fundraiser for Rep. Rob Bresnahan (R-PA-08). 

•	 Throughout the quarter, Katie attended events for Reps. Chris Smith (R-NJ-04), 
David Valadao (R-CA-22), and Juan Ciscomani (R-AZ-06). On behalf of Granite 
Construction’s PAC, Katie attended events for Sens. Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) 
and Sen. Mazie Hirono (D-HI).  l

Follow us on 
LinkedIn!

Salute Home Loans

This quarter, congressional support for 
the Homes for Every Local Protector, 
Educator, and Responder (HELPER) 
Act continued to grow, with 27 new 
cosponsors in the House and 10 in the 
Senate. The bill also garnered 22 new 
endorsements from mayors, police 
chiefs, fire chiefs, and various state 
and national organizations. Notable 
supporters include the National 
Association of Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMTs), the Idaho Sheriffs 
Association, the Idaho State Police 
Association, the Louisiana Sheriffs 
Association, and the Mayor of Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 

POWER Engineers

In April, TRC hosted POWER Engineers 
in Washington, D.C. for a series of 
congressional meetings with members 
of the House Committee on Energy and 
Commerce and the Senate Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 
Gretchen Cividini of POWER Engineers 
introduced members of Congress and 
their staff to Meerkat, an innovative 
physical security analysis tool for 
substations. 

Sam Royer (right), visionary behind the HELPER 
Act, with Sen. Ashley Moody (R-FL) (left), the lead 
sponsor of the bill in the Senate. 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-reserve-component/posts/?feedView=all

